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Quo vadis Civitas ?
The future model for new settlements should be the Compact City. This is a city 
concept consisting of independently functioning units, in which the aspects of everyday 
life can be laid out and accessed within walking distance by all members of society. The 
City of the Future is a city of social and functional integration, cultural diversity, accessible 
education, resource conservation and regional dialogue. When outward growth is 
unavoidable or imperative for economic or cultural reasons, that growth should follow 
the principle of the Compact City. The following 12 principles are intended to provide 
the point of departure for the Compact City and as such serve as the foundation for the 
Sustainable City. They should be applied to all new development.

The 12 Guiding Principles

Spatial
I	 Diversity, Safety and Tolerance
II	 City of Neighbourhoods
III	 City of Short Distances
IV	 Public Transport & Density

Content
V	 Education, Science & Culture
VI	 Industry & Jobs
VII	 Nature & Environment
VIII	 Design Quality

Process
IX	 Long-Term Vision
X	 Communication & Participation
XI	 Reliability, Obligation & Fairness
XII	 Co-operation & Partnership


